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3. Requested scope of the investigations 

The following language describes the imported merchandise that Petitioner 

intends to be included in the scope of these investigations: 

The products within the scope of these investigations are file folders 
consisting primarily of paper, paperboard, pressboard, or other 
cellulose material, whether coated or uncoated, that has been folded 
(or creased in preparation to be folded), glued, taped, bound, or 
otherwise assembled to be suitable for holding documents.  The 
scope includes all such folders, regardless of color, whether or not 
expanding, and with or without tabs, fasteners, closures, hooks, 
rods, hangers, pockets, gussets, or internal dividers.  

Subject folders, which typically are used to hold letter and legal size 
documents, have the following dimensions in their folded and 
closed position: a length and width of at least 8 inches and no 
greater than 17 inches, regardless of depth.   

The scope covers all varieties of folders, including but not limited 
to manila folders, hanging folders, fastener folders, classification 
folders, expanding folders, pockets, jackets, and wallets. 

Excluded from the scope are: 

 mailing envelopes with a flap bearing one or more adhesive 
strips that can be used permanently to seal the entire length of a 
side such that, when sealed, the folder is closed on all four 
sides; 

 binders, with two or more rings to hold documents in place, 
made from paperboard or pressboard encased entirely in 
plastic;  

 non-expanding folders with a depth exceeding 7 inches and 
that are closed or closeable on the top, bottom, and all four 
sides (e.g., boxes or cartons);  

 fashion folders, which are defined as folders with all of the 
following characteristics: (1) plastic lamination covering the 
entire exterior of the folder, (2) printing, foil stamping, 
embossing (i.e., raised relief patterns that are recessed on the 
opposite side), and/or debossing (i.e., recessed relief patterns 
that are raised on the opposite side), covering the entire 
exterior surface area of the folder, (3) at least two visible and 
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distinct printed or foil stamped colors other than the color of 
the base paper, and other than the printing of numbers, letters, 
words, or logos, each of which separately covers no less than 
10 percent of the entire exterior surface area, and (4) patterns, 
pictures, designs, or artwork covering no less than thirty 
percent of the exterior surface area of the folder; 

 portfolios, which are folders having (1) a width of at least 16 
inches when open flat, (2) no tabs or dividers, and (3) one or 
more pockets that are suitable for holding letter size documents 
and that cover at least 15 percent of the surface area of the 
relevant interior side or sides; and 

 report covers, which are folders having (1) no tabs, dividers, or 
pockets, and (2) one or more fasteners or clips, each of which 
is permanently affixed to the center fold, to hold papers 
securely in place. 

Imports of the subject merchandise are provided for under 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) 
category 4820.30.0040 and may appear in other HTSUS categories, 
including 4820.30.0020.  While HTSUS subheadings are provided 
for convenience and customs purposes, the written description of 
the scope of the investigation is dispositive. 

 
 
D. Class Or Kind Of Merchandise And Domestic Like Product33 

The paper file folders covered by these investigations comprise a single class or 

kind of merchandise.  Pursuant to 19 U.S.C. § 1677(10), paper file folders represent the 

product that is “like, or in the absence of like, most similar in characteristics and uses 

with the article subject to investigation.”  Accordingly, as explained in Section III below, 

there is a single like product in these investigations, and that product includes all paper 

file folders described by the scope of these investigations.  

 
33 19 C.F.R. §207.11(b)(2)(iv). 
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